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was too small a place. Ago von Maltzan was soon to
go to Washington, there, as he himself expressed it,
" to be preserved in spirits."

But he took with him the hopes of the parties of the
Left, who looked upon him as Stresemann's presump-
tive successor, when the time should come. When he
came back to Germany on leave in the summer of 1927,
and one of the frequent Ministerial crises was looming
on the horizon, representatives of the Left who were
in opposition to Stresemann approached him with a
view to offering him the portfolio of Foreign Affairs
in the new Cabinet.

As prospective successor of the then Foreign
Minister, Ago von Maltzan stepped into the aeroplane
that was to carry him as fast as possible to see his
pretty young wife and his beloved child. A few hours
later, almost the only man who could have assumed
Stresemann's inheritance, lay shattered on the ground.

A meaningless death closed an uncompleted life.
One who might have developed into something like a
great man, died before his time.

The political sky, which had been so clear after the
London Conference, the introduction of the Dawes
Plan, and the Reparations armistice, was now darkened
by a new cloud,

On ist January the Cologne zone was to be evacuated
by the British troops, assuming that the Military
Commission declared that Germany's disarmament was
complete. But there was dissension in the Military
Commission. The Italian officers had discovered